Step 2. Assess climate change impacts for your Resource Area. August 20-21, 2013
College of Menominee Nation, Keshena, WI


	General  Climate Change Trends and Projections 
	Impacts in the Project Area 
	Points *
(20 Total)

	General climate change impacts across Michigan:
Items shaded in grey are future projections. 
	Why is this important for your Resource Area? 
Are there particular features or site conditions in the project area that might increase/decrease risk?
	

	1. Average temperature increases 
	
	

	2. Warmer winters (warmer mean temps and greater variance) 
	
	

	3. Fewer days with extreme cold
	
	

	4. Nighttime temperature increases year-round
	
	

	5. Decreasing ice cover (Great Lakes and inland lakes)
	
	

	6. Earlier onset of spring and longer growing season (last spring frosts shift earlier, first fall frosts shift later) 
	
	

	7. Increasing annual precipitation 
	
	

	8. More days with precipitation and more 2-day sequences with precipitation 
	
	

	9. More frequent heavy precipitation events and events of greater magnitude
	
	

	10. Increasing lake-effect snowfall 
	
	

	11. Reduced duration of snowpack
	
	

	12. Less frequent drought conditions, increased soil moisture 
	
	

	13. Decreased soil moisture due to greater evaporation & transpiration, longer growing season, little or no change in summer precip. (projected)
	
	

	14. More consecutive dry days or erratic rainfall (projected)
	
	

	15. More days with extreme heat (projected)
	
	

	16. Increased plant growth due to CO2 fertilization (projected)
	
	

	17. Changing tree species suitability, declining boreal and northern species in particular (projected)
	
	

	18. Increased incidence of pests and pathogens (projected)
	
	

	19. Non-native invasive species may benefit (projected)
	
	

	20. Increased potential for soil erosion (projected)
	
	

	21. Others?
	
	


	*You have 20 points to distribute as you see fit. If particular impacts are most concerning for your resource area, give them more points. If something’s not concerning to you, don’t give it any points. This is a quick and dirty was to prioritize climate impacts! 

