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Summary of Expected Climate Impacts: 
· Maximum temperatures in the San Bernardino Mountains are projected to increase by 5 to 8 degrees Fahrenheit over the next 50 years.1
· By 2070-2099, the San Bernardinos are expected to experience 58 more days above 87.5 degrees Fahrenheit – the historical 98th percentile temperature – annually.3
· Minimum temperatures in the San Bernardinos are projected to increase by 4.5 to 7 degrees Fahrenheit in the next 50 years.1
· Projected precipitation trends in the San Bernardinos vary – some models suggest declines of 25 percent, and others increases of over 30 percent. The variability is expected to come in the form of extreme dry years followed by extreme wet years.1
· For the month of March (peak snowpack), snow water equivalence is expected to drop by a third by 2070-2099 – from an annual mean of 0.3 inches to 0.1 inches.3
· The San Bernardino mountains are expected to experience more prolonged droughts due to climate change.4
· The San Bernardino area is rated ‘very high’ for exposure to climate change over the next 25-50 years, based on climate factors and aridity.1
· Average aridity is expected to increase by 20% over the next 30 years.1
· Managers should expect climate conditions to shift 1,000 feet upslope by the latter half of the century. Based on climatic water deficit – a measure of drought stress on plants – conditions at the 5,500 to 6,000 foot elevation band in the San Bernardinos will resemble current conditions at the 4,500 to 5,500 foot elevation band.2
· Increased temperature and drought will likely lead to more frequent and severe wildfires.1,3
· Tree mortality is expected to increase at higher elevations due to warming temperatures, drought, and bark beetle outbreaks.5
· Upslope migration of plant species has already been observed in the San Bernardino mountains.5
· Under a drier future climate scenario, grasslands will likely expand and shrub and conifer cover will likely decline.5
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