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Growing Season



Water for people and nature in the Southwest has declined 
during droughts, due in part to human-caused climate 
change. Intensifying droughts and occasional large floods, 
combined with critical water demands from a growing 
population, deteriorating infrastructure, and groundwater 
depletion, suggest the need for flexible water management 
techniques that address changing risks over time, balancing 
declining supplies with greater demands.
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The integrity of Southwest forests and other ecosystems and 
their ability to provide natural habitat, clean water, and 
economic livelihoods have declined as a result of recent 
droughts and wildfire due in part to human-caused climate 
change. Greenhouse gas emissions reductions, fire 
management, and other actions can help reduce future 
vulnerabilities of ecosystems and human well-being.
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Actions Responding to Climate Change


